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Abstract 

This article describes lexicology and language, speech, as well as their principles, 

principles, and tasks. 
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Lexicology is the branch of linguistics that analyzes the lexicon of a specific 

language. A word is the smallest meaningful unit of a language that can stand on 

its own, and is made up of small components called morphemes and even smaller 

elements known as phonemes, or distinguishing sounds. Lexicology examines 

every feature of a word – including formation, spelling, origin, usage, and 

definition. 

The term «Lexicology» is of Greek origin from «lexis» - «word» and 

«logos» - «science». Lexicology is the part of linguistics which deals with the 

vocabulary and characteristic features of words and word-groups. The term 

«vocabulary» is used to denote the system of words and word-groups that the 

language possesses. 

The term «word» denotes the main lexical unit of a language resulting from 

the association of a group of sounds with a meaning. This unit is used in 

grammatical functions. It is the smallest unit of a language which can stand alone 

as a complete utterance. The term «word-group» denotes a group of words which 

exists in the language as a ready-made unit, has the unity of meaning, the unity of 

syntactical function, For example. the word-group «as loose as a goose» means 

«clumsy» and is used in a sentence as a predicative. He is as loose as a goose. 

Lexicology can study the development of the vocabulary, the origin of words and 

word-groups, their semantic relations and the development of their semantic 

structure, change of meaning. 
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Thus, the literal meaning of the term "Lexicology" is "the science of the 

word". Lexicology as a branch of linguistics has its own aims and methods of 

scientific research. Its basic task - is a study and systematic description of 

vocabulary in respect to its origin, development and its current use. Lexicology is 

concerned with words, variable word-groups, phraseological units and morphemes 

which make up words. 

«To an American observer, the strangest thing about Lexicology is that it 

exists. No corresponding discipline is officially distinguished in Western European 

or American linguistics: in such American textbooks as H. A. Gleason's 

«Introduction to Descriptive Linguistics or C. F. Hocket's «Course in Modern 

Linguistics New York. 1958 there is no mention of «Lexicology» and what there 

books have to say about the study of vocabulary bears the marks of hall-hearted 

improvisation. By contrast, textbooks assign to Lexicology a prominence 

comparable to that enjoyed by phonology and grammar. A sizable literature of 

articles, dissertations, book- length monographes, specialized collections and a 

lively stream of conferences on various lexicological subjects, reflect the relative 

importance of Lexicology 

Lexicology is connected with grammar because the word seldom occurs in 

isolation. Words alone do not form communication. It is only when words are 

connected and joined by the grammar rules of a language communication becomes 

possible. On the other hand grammatical form and function of the word affect its 

lexical meaning. For example. When the verb «go» in the continuous tenses is 

followed by «to» and an infinitive, it expresses a future action. For example. He is 

not going to read this book. Participle II of the verb «go» following the link verb 

«be» denotes the negative meaning. For example. The house is gone. 

Lexicology is linked with phonetics because the order and the * arrangement 

of phonemes are related to its meaning. For example. The words «tip» and «pit» 

consist of the same phonemes and it is the arrangement of phonemes alone which 

determines the meaning of the words. The arrangement of phonemes in the words 

«increase» and «increase» is the same. Only stress determines the difference in 

meaning. 

Lexicology is also closely linked with the History of the language. In 

examining the word information in terms of its historical development we establish 

its French origin and study the changes in its semantic and morphological 

structures. If we don't know the history of the language it will be very difficult to 

establish different changes in the meaning and form of the words which have 

undergone in the course of the historical development of the language. 
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There is also a close relationship between Lexicology and Stylistics. The 

words «to begin and «to commence mean one and the same meaning but they can 

never be used interchangeably because they have different stylistic references. 

Lexicology has some subdivisions such as: 

 Semasiology (deals with the meaning of the word); 

 Wordformation (studies all possible ways of the formation of new words in 

English); 

 Etymology (studies the origin of words); 

 Phraseology (studies the set-expressions, phraseological units); 

 Lexicography (studies compiling dictionaries).
1
 

We do not know much about the origin of language and, consequently, of the 

origin of words. It is true that there are several hypotheses, some of them no less 

fantastic than the theory of the divine origin of language. We know nothing - or 

almost nothing -- about the mechanism by which a speaker's mental process is 

converted into sound groups called "words", nor about the reverse process whereby 

a listener's brain converts the acoustic phenomena into concepts and ideas, thus 

establishing a two-way process of communication. We know very little about the 

nature of relations between the word and the referent (i. e. object, phenomenon, 

quality, action, etc. denoted by the word). If we assume that there is a direct 

relation between the word and the referent -- which seems logical -- it gives rise to 

another question: how should we explain the fact that the same referent is 

designated by quite different sound groups in different languages. We do know by 

now -though with vague uncertainty -- that there is nothing accidental about the 

vocabulary of the language; that each word is a small unit within a vast, efficient 

and perfectly balanced system. But we do not know why it possesses these 

qualities, nor do we know much about the processes by which it has acquired them. 

We do know that the word is a unit of speech which, as such, serves the 

purposes of human communication. Thus, the word can be defined as a unit of 

communication. Then, the word can be perceived as the total of the sounds which 

comprise it and the word, viewed structurally, possesses several characteristics. 

The modern approach to word studies is based on distinguishing between the 

external and the internal structures of the word. By the vocabulary of a language is 

understood the total sum of its words. Another term for the same is the stock of 

words. 

The external structure of the word is its morphological structure. For example. 

in the word post-impressionists the following morphemes can be distinguished: the 

                                                           
1
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prefixes post-, im-, the root press, the noun-forming suffixes -ion, -ist, and the 

grammatical suffix of plurality -s. These morphemes constitute the external 

structure of the word post-impressionists. The external structure of words, and also 

typical word-formation patterns, are studied in the section on word-formation. 

The internal structure of the word, or its meaning, is nowadays commonly 

referred to as the word's semantic structure. This is certainly the word's main 

aspect. Words can serve the purposes of human communication due to their 

meanings, and it is most unfortunate when this fact is ignored by some 

contemporary scholars. The area of Lexicology specialising in the semantic studies 

of the word is called semantics. 

 

Another structural aspect of the word is its unity. The word possesses both 

external (or formal) unity and semantic unity. Formal unity of the word is 

sometimes inaccurately interpreted as indivisibility. The example of post-

impressionists has already shown that the word is not, strictly speaking, indivisible. 

Yet, its component morphemes are permanently linked together in opposition to 

word-groups, both free and with fixed contexts, whose components possess a 

certain structural freedom, For example. bright light, to take for granted. 

In the English language of the second half of the twentieth century there 

developed so called block compounds that is compound words which have a 

uniting stress but a split spelling, such as «chat show», «pinguin suit» etc. Such 

compound words can be easily mixed up with word-groups of the type «stone 

wall», so called nominative binomials. Such linguistic units serve to denote a 

notion which is more specific than the notion expressed by the second component 

and consists of two nouns, the first of which is an attribute to the second one. If we 

compare a nominative binomial with a compound noun with the structure N+N we 

shall see that a nominative binomial has no unity of stress. The change of the order 

of its components will change its lexical meaning, For example «vid kid» is «a kid 

who is a video fan» while «kid vid» means «a video-film for kids» or else damp 

oil» means «oil for lamps» and «oil lamp» means «a lamp which uses oil for 

burning». 
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